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Year of the Caribou or the Year of the
Asparagus. We’re not a fad, fancy or a
year.”

That is classic for Senator MIKULSKI.

Today there are a record 20 female
Members in the Senate, but BARBARA
would be the first to point out that is
still a minority, and we can do better.
Well, after 40 years in Congress, Sen-
ator MIKULSKI will be sorely missed.
Without the leadership and determina-
tion of Senator MIKULSKI, the fight
gets a little harder, and there is plenty
of work to do.

Women still receive an average of 78
cents for every dollar earned by men,
and it is even greater for women of
color. African-American women make
64 cents for every dollar earned by
men, and Hispanic women only make 56
cents. It is not right, and it is long past
time that Congress pass the Paycheck
Fairness Act to provide women with
the necessary tools to fight wage dis-
crimination. It is also time to guar-
antee paid family and medical leave for
all. Making this a reality will mean
that when major life events happen,
birth of a new child or caring for an
aging parent, hard-working Americans
will not have to choose between their
family and debt, bankruptcy, or losing
their job. But America can overcome
these challenges. We have done it be-
fore. Just look how far we have come.

Here are just a few of the problems
women faced and overcame since the
1970s: women could be fired from the
workplace for being pregnant; sexual
harassment wasn’t recognized in the
workplace; women couldn’t get a credit
card; and marital rape wasn’t consid-
ered a crime in most States. But we
solved these discriminatory and hei-
nous practices. You see, America’s de-
mocracy has indeed been imperfect,
but throughout our history, we have
sought to address our Nation’s imper-
fections. Because the story of the
United States is not a story of a per-
fect union, It is a story about the pur-
suit to create ‘‘a more perfect union.”

Let me close with this. Years ago, in
my home State of Illinois, then First
Lady Hilary Clinton said: ‘“‘If you go to
the poorest places on Earth struggling
from social problems of poverty, dis-
ease, and hunger and all that comes
with it, and you can only ask one ques-
tion to determine if they have a
chance, the question you should ask is
this: How do you treat your women?”’

If you give women an equal playing
field, status, education, and oppor-
tunity, you are giving them and your
country a chance to thrive.

This March, as we pay tribute to all
the brave women who have moved this
country forward and in doing so in-
spired each and every one of us, let’s
challenge ourselves to build on their
legacies and make our country a more
equal society for our mothers, sisters,
and daughters.

———

TRIBUTE TO DON HOOPER

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I want to
take a moment to recognize Don Hoo-
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per, a great Vermonter who is soon to
retire from the National Wildlife Fed-
eration.

Don is a great environmental con-
servationist whose advice I have
sought for at least 20 years on issues
affecting Vermont, the United States,
and indeed the planet. For 17 years,
Don has helped lead the National Wild-
life Federation, NWF, in Vermont and
the region. He helped to bring the per-
egrine falcon back from the brink of
extinction in Vermont and to restore
our State’s breeding population of bald
eagles. Beyond Vermont, he advocated
for piping plovers, wolves, Atlantic
salmon, and more. Don helped the NWF
become one of the first organizations
to sound the alarm about the accel-
erating impacts of climate change and
to pull together coalitions of environ-
mental advocates, conservationists,
and sportsmen and sportswomen to
push for solutions.

Don’s public service extends beyond
his conservation leadership. He worked
hard in the mid-1990s as Vermont’s Sec-
retary of State to reduce barriers to
the ballot box and to make government

more open and accessible, priorities
both he and I share.
Many Vermonters also celebrate

Don’s 8 years representing the towns of
Randolph, Brookfield, and Braintree in
Vermont’s General Assembly, when
Don led efforts to divest pension funds
from South African investments,
helped to craft significant environ-
mental and planning legislation, and
achieved what would be unthinkable in
most States—a political redistricting
map that was adopted by near con-
sensus.

And as is the story with any great
Vermonter, Don’s foundation has been
his family. Since 1974, the Hooper’s
Brookfield farm, worked by Don, his
wife, Allison, and sons, Sam, Jay, and
Miles, has been a mainstay of the com-
munity. They have sold hay, vegeta-
bles, goat’s milk, and meat from the
farm to friends and neighbors. Don
helped found the Montpelier Farmers
Market that Marcelle and I visit when-
ever we are home in the summer. With
Allison in the lead and Don doing much

heavy lifting and dishwashing, the
Hoopers became cheesemakers and
founded the Vermont Butter and

Cheese Company, which has thrived for
32 years, employs 77 people directly,
supports many more Vermont farmers,
and has Vermont’s specialty cheese in-
dustry on the international culinary
map.

On top of all of this, Don is a volun-
teer for the fire department and a
member of the local Farm Bureau. It is
hard to think of a more dedicated
member of the community.

These are just some of the layers of
Don’s life in Vermont. He has also done
great work as a Peace Corps volunteer
in Botswana and in the leadership of
national organizations. Don Hooper
stands as tall as ever in retirement,
and while this might conclude his lead-
ership of the NWF in Vermont, I know
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it will not be the last we hear and see
of this great Vermonter.

RECOGNIZING THE “USS
MONTPELIER”

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, as a na-
tive of Montpelier and as one who at-
tended the christening of the USS
Montpelier, I was so happy to see an ar-
ticle in the Times Argus regarding its
return to the United States after a 6-
month deployment last month. Steve
Martin and Debra Smith have both
been involved for years and supported
the crew of the TUSS Montpelier.
Marcelle and I had a memorable time
at a picnic they held for the crew in
Middlesex. As a Vermonter, they both
make me proud, and I wanted my fel-
low Senators to see what they have
done.

I ask unanimous consent that the
Times Argus article be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Times Argus, Feb. 8, 2016]
USS MONTPELIER RETURNS TO STATES
(By Josh O’Gorman)

NORFOLK, Va.—The USS Montpelier has re-
turned home to the United States following
a six-month deployment.

Friday afternoon, the submarine—the
third naval vessel to share the name of
Vermont’s capital—docked at Naval Station
Norfolk after logging more than 38,000 nau-
tical miles during its most recent deploy-
ment.

The crew of the Los Angeles-class fast-at-
tack submarine, which includes 15 officers
and 129 enlisted crew, spent the recent de-
ployment supporting national security inter-
ests in Europe and the Middle East, with
stops in Bahrain, France, Greece and the
United Arab Emirates.

“I have been connected with this amazing
group of men for 14 or 15 years now,” said
Debra Smith, of Middlesex, who chairs the
Veterans and Family Support Committee for
the Montpelier VFW.

Smith’s support for the sailors of the USS
Montpelier began with her efforts to keep
them entertained while at sea. Smith, who
used to operate Capital Video in Montpelier
before it closed, would send the sailors mov-
ies to watch during their down time.

Most recently, Smith organized an effort
in which students from Hardwick Elemen-
tary School are making ‘“Welcome Home’’
and Valentine’s Day cards, which are ex-
pected to go out in the mail to the crew this
week.

Both Smith and Steve Martin, also of Mid-
dlesex, have been passengers of the 360-foot
submarine, which was commissioned in 1993
and which launched the first Tomahawk
cruise missiles during the 2003 invasion of
Iraq.

“It was pretty awesome,” Martin said.
“It’s pretty tight in there. We spent the day
out at sea and when they surfaced we were
able to go up on the bridge with the cap-
tain.”

He also described the steepness with which
the submarine dives and surfaces.

‘“You’re Kkeeping your balance and your
face is a few feet from the floor,”” Martin
said.

Next month, Smith and Martin will take a
road trip that will include a stop in Norfolk
to visit the boat and its crew.
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